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In any type of work, problems are not always what they seem and often go much deeper than a quick review might suggest. Solutions to these problems are not as easy as may appear as well. However, each scenario can benefit from applying the tools and processes shared in the module.
Herbicide Solution Turns into a Problem: After years of using Monsanto Roundup, many farmers reported that weeds were resisting to the chemical and it was no longer working to prevent the pesky weeds. To solve the problem of resistant weeds, farmers were encouraged to use Dicamba. This is labled as one of the most volatile herbicides on the market, and the supposed solution quickly became the problem. Those using dicamba not only began to see damage to crops, but neighboring farms also saw effects even when they did not use the herbicide. In this example, the action taken actually made the problem worse.
Little Help for Female Farmers: Female farmers in India grow as much as 80% of food, but these women are often overlooked and left behind. New laws and agricultural reforms in India make it harder to resolve problems among farmers and traders. Traditionally issues have been resolved at the local court level. However, a new agricultural board was created but made it harder for women to access the legal system. Thus, being overlooked and having limited access to justice. In this example, the action taken actually made the problem worse.
Industrial Corn Turns into National Problem: Toxic algae outbreaks in Lake Erie created a crucial problem for those needing fresh water. This crisis shut down the water supply to almost half a million people in the local area. Similar outbreaks happen across the Great Lakes, the Gulf of Mexico, and the Chesapeake Bay—all are caused by excess phosphorus and nitrogen runoff in the waterways. This is primarily due to fertilizer used on crops and residential lawns. This is becoming a national problem, as more outbreaks occur there is be less and less fresh water to supply. What might be the appropriate action in this situation?
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