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In any type of work, problems are not always what they seem and often go much deeper than a quick review might suggest. Solutions to these problems are not as easy as may appear as well. However, each scenario can benefit from applying the tools and processes shared in the module.
Change to Direct Marketing: COVID-19 changed work operations for millions, and resulting transportation shortages caused product shortages worldwide. Unexpectedly, the pandemic also made buying food directly from farms (also known as direct marketing) more popular1, and small operations are often the ones to take this route. For some, the new marketing outlet kept their operations in business. However, other farmers and ranchers have been hesitant to increase online and face-to-face direct sales because predicting consumer habits is difficult. Additionally, marketing and distributing your own products requires new skills like social media management, creating and maintaining websites, advertising, and shipping. What other effects might COVID-19 and the move to direct marketing have on agriculture in the future?
1Hemken, M. (2021, March 1). COVID-19 expanded the direct-sales market. Farm Progress. https://www.farmprogress.com/marketing/covid-19-expanded-the-direct-sales-market

Subsidized Farming: Across the globe, agricultural activities are often subsidized by government funding to ensure this vital industry can weather difficult periods and continue to feed and clothe our population. Financial governmental support comes in the form of subsidies, tariffs, and similar policies that use taxpayer dollars to pay farmers and ranchers. However, international organizations such as the Food and Agriculture Organisation and United Nations have reported concerns that these payments “are inefficient, distort food prices, degrade the environment, and…[put] big agribusiness ahead of smallholder farmers”2. These organizations have recommended changing but not removing the current subsidy system. Do you think that governments realized these negative effects may happen when funding structures were created?
2United Nations. (2021, September 14). Most agricultural funding distorts prices, harms environment: UN report. UN News. https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/09/1099792 
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