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Just because a process or product is created for one use or in one situation does not mean that it must only be used for that. Agriculture and many other industries rely on transferring knowledge to find new solutions. 

Agriculture Field Days: The purpose of agricultural Extension agencies is to be a knowledge transfer “bridge” between researchers (who test new, innovative solutions to issues) and farmers and ranchers (who use those solutions on a large scale)1. One way that Extension professionals demonstrate these solutions to farmers and ranchers are field days. Field days are region-specific and focused on a single topic. For example, a Small Grain Field Day might start with a tour of several wheat varieties so that farmers can look at the product in real outdoor conditions, then presenters would talk about related topics like how many insects are being found on these crops, economic issues that are affecting the price of wheat, and how to improve soil fertility2. The farmers and ranchers who attend these field days return home with several research-based ideas to try in their next crop—transferring knowledge from University researchers to their own fields. However, not all farmers and ranchers attend field days.
1USDA National Institute of Food and Agriculture. (n.d.). Cooperative Extension System. https://www.nifa.usda.gov/about-nifa/how-we-work/extension/cooperative-extension-system
2Texas A&M AgriLife. (2023, April 6). Central Texas Small Grain Field Day will be April 20 in McGregor. AgriLife Today. https://agrilifetoday.tamu.edu/2023/04/06/central-texas-small-grain-field-day-will-be-april-20-in-mcgregor/ 

Everyday Transfer: Knowledge transfer does not have to be organized and involve many professionals to be effective. In fact, a great deal of knowledge is transferred between individuals in everyday situations such as a group of ranchers drinking a morning cup of coffee together at the local gas station. Similarly, a farmer might decide to start using a new approach as she drives past neighboring fields and sees a new plant variety or sees someone using a tool in a new way. 
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