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Real-World Examples

You can find examples of lifelong learning in any industry—forklift drivers must be able to operate different types of machines, and cake decorators must continually expand the type of designs they are able to offer. Agriculture is no different.

Technology Boom: U.S. farmers averaged 57.5 years old in 2017. When they were 20 years old in 1986, there were no GPS-enabled tractors or other technologies that support precision farming. Today, these farmers must be able to manage and use GPS systems to plant, care for, and harvest their fields. John Deere (a major tractor company) offers a abundance of simulators, tutorials, and training classes to help farmers learn how to take advantage of this major revolution in agriculture1. Facial recognition software, drones, robots, and artificial intelligence are all being used to improve production2. Taking advantage of technology to increase productivity and decrease costs is especially important (and necessary) in agriculture—after all, that’s where a large part of our food, fuel, and clothing come from, and more land cannot be made to accommodate ever-increasing needs. 
1John Deere. (n.d.). Manuals and training. https://www.deere.com/en/parts-and-service/manuals-and-training/ 
2Manhas, K. (2019, February 25). Why the agtech boom isn’t your typical tech disruption. World Economic Forum. https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2019/02/why-the-agtech-boom-isn-t-your-typical-tech-disruption/

Veterinary and Medical Professionals: The people that keep our human and animal populations healthy are required to complete a certain amount of training each year—they must be lifelong learners. In fact, veterinarians must complete a minimum of 17 units of training annually from specific organizations to keep their license to practice medicine3. Without this training, veterinarians may not learn about less risky surgical techniques, to how talk about harmful animal care trends with clients, or new diseases that are in the region. For veterinarians who work with cattle, pigs, sheep, goats, and other production animals, staying informed about new diseases spreads that information to a much larger group of ranchers and farmers. 
3Texas Board of Veterinary Medical Examiners (n.d.). Continuing education (CE). https://www.veterinary.texas.gov/ce.php 
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